


 

This World War 1 timeline will cover  all the key WW1 dates all the way from the start to the end of the war. 

1914 
28 June: Franz Ferdinand (Archduke of Austria) is assassinated in Sarajevo. 
28 July: Austria declares war with Serbia. 
1 August: Germany declares war with Russia. 
3 August: DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǿŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ CǊŀƴŎŜΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
armed forces invade Belgium. 
4 August: Britain declares war with Germany. 
7 August: The British Expeditionary Force (BEF) arrives in France. Two weeks later 
they are defeated by the German Army at the Battle of the Frontiers. 
 
18 October: the first Battle of Ypres begins 
29 October: trench warfare is beginning to dominate across the Western Front. 
Turkey enter the war on the German side. 



 

This World War 1 timeline will cover  all the key WW1 dates all the way from the start to the end of the war. 

1915 
25 April: Allied forces land in Gallipoli (Turkey) 
23 May: Italy declares war on German and Austrian and enters the war on the side 
of the Allies. 
 

5 August: Germany captures Warsaw (the Polish capital) from Russian forces. 
19 December: the Allies begin their evacuation of Gallipoli. The campaign is a 
disaster and more than 44,000 Allied soldiers are killed. 

1916 
27 January: Britain introduces military conscription. 
1 July: The Battle of the Somme begins. In just 4 months the British suffered 
around 420,000 casualties the French had 200,000 but the Germans suffered the 
most coming away with 500,000 casualties. 
 

7 December: David Lloyd George becomes the new Prime Minister of Britain. 



 

This World War 1 timeline will cover  all the key WW1 dates all the way from the start to the end of the war. 

1917 
6 April: the United States enter the conflict by declaring war on Germany. 
16 April: A major French offensive on the Western Front is unsuccessful. 
6 November: Britain launches a major offensive on the Western Front and their forces 
begin to make some progress. Later that month British tanks are victorious at the 
Battle of Cambrai. 
 

5 December: Germany and Russia sign armistice agreement. 
9 December: British troops capture Jerusalem from Turkish forces. 



 

This World War 1 timeline will cover  all the key WW1 dates all the way from the start to the end of the war. 

1918 
3 March: The treaty of Brest-Litovsk is signed with officially brings an end to the 
war between Russia and Germany. 
21 March: German forces make a breakthrough on the Somme. 
9 April: A German offensive begins at Flanders. 
8 August: A crucial Allied advance is successful. 
4 October: Germany ask the Allies to sign an armistice agreement. 
30 October: Turkey surrender by signing the Armistice of Mudros. 
3 November: Austria-Hungary make peace. 
9 November: Kaiser William II of Germany abdicates and Germany is declared a 
republic. 
11 November: Germany sign armistice agreement and the First World War is 
officially ended. Fighting on the Western Front ceases at 11 am. 



BRITISH RESPONSE TO THE OUTBREAK OF WAR,  
AUGUST 1914 

The First World War began in August 1914.   No one knew what kind of war it was 

going to be or how long it would last, but men rushed to join up and go to war.  

This photograph shows recruits at the Whitehall Recruiting Office in London. 



A DISMOUNTED CAVALRY DRAFT OF THE 1ST LIFE GUARDS 

In Britain over one million men had volunteered to fight by December 1914. By the 

end of the war more than four years later, almost one quarter of the total male 

population had served in the armed forces. 



 LEEDS PALS ς SHOULDER BADGE 

Many men were encouraged to sign up with their friends and colleagues with the 

promise that those who ójoined together should serve togetherô.  This led to what 

was known as óPalsô battalions. 



The First World War was more than just trenches and 
mustard gas. For the first time in history, the entire 
society was under arms as the war dominated every 
aspect of daily life. Even children were affected as, for 
many of them, the world changed when their fathers were 
suddenly gone or when they had to flee their familiar 
surroundings. And even through seemingly innocent 
channels like literature, toys and colouring books, the 
Great War entered their little worlds.  
 
Until the early 20th century, children were regarded as 
(and treated as) miniature adults, as a standard segment 
of society. This changed with the war, for it was during this 
first global conflagration that children began to be 
regarded as individual subjects who could be politically 
manipulated. Thus, children began to play an important 
role in the wartime press. The Western nations found it 
necessary and even useful to involve children in the ógloryô 
of the battlefields. To this end, the same techniques and 
narrative forms that children had enjoyed in peacetime 
were used, including comic strips, adventure novels, 
animal stories, colouring books and toys. In this way the 
destructive effects of war were inflicted specifically on 
children as well as on adult society.  
 



The Christmas season of 1914 saw a sudden ceasefire during which German, 

British, French and Belgian soldiers fraternised with each other. 

 

At various places along the front line Christmas greetings and presents were 

exchanged, carols were sung and a football match was even played near Mesen.  



As Britain is an island isolated from mainland Europe they were particularly depended on 
resources transported over the sea. 
 

German U-Boats were extremely effective against merchant ships, hindering the allies supply 
line. Food and other essential items became short in supply. 
 

50% all British merchant shipping was sunk by the German U-boat campaign over the course 
of the war. 
 

How the Merchant ships defeated the U-Boats 
 

The U-boat threat was eventually conquered by: 
 

Å  Grouping together a large number merchant vessels into a defensive convoy for better protection. 
 

Å  Advances in early sonar technology. 
 

Å  Increased use of aircraft to find and track German U-boats. 
 

Å  The extra naval presence brought by the entry on the United States into the war in April 1917. 



WW1 Submarines 

In the First Word War military submarines made a significant impact for the first time. The 
German U-Boats enjoyed a great deal of success and were responsible for destroying around 
half of all the food and supplies transported by the British Merchant Navy. 

U-Boats 
U- .ƻŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨunterseebootΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
ΨǳƴŘŜǊǎŜŀ ōƻŀǘΩΦ 

When the First World War began the German armed forces had 29 U-Boats at their disposal. 

In the first 10 weeks of the conflict they sank five British cruisers. 

Between October 1916 and January 1917 a grand total of 1.4 million tons of allied shipping 
was lost to the U-Boats. 

These losses were eventually curtailed when the allies introduced escorted convoys with 
merchant ships surrounded by military vessels. 

During WW1 Germany built 360 U-Boat submarines, 178 of which were lost. In total they 
were responsible for the loss of more than 11 million tons of allied shipping. 


